
Mississippi   
Synopsis/Overview 

 
      Mississippi is an 8 cast members, mixed-race, song and dance musical set in the small, 
imaginary, north Mississippi town of Hope River.  The year is 1959 when change was sparking 
like a down power line as the whole world watched the Cotton Curtain being torn asunder on 
the nightly news exposing  America’s original sin and sinners. 
     The sets include  a juke joint called Club Moses, a downtown café called Home Cookin’, a 
Klansman’s home and an African American church. 
      The characters are wrestling with the changes they welcomed and feared.  The whites want 
protests and voter registration to stop.  The blacks want change now.  It is the tension of the 
priviledged and oppressed that drives the narrative.  The duality of reality.   
     The white men threaten to close the café, bust up the juke and burn down the church in 
hopes that change would stop.  But the black folks have more than righteousness and the arc of 
history on their side.  They are the workers who make the white lives possible.  They feed them 
and provide alcohol and work for minimum wages.   Racism and economic white power collide 
with the nonviolent resistance advocated by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   
     Each character’s faith and flaws and love interests are fleshed out. The white men are not 
just evil, monochromatic Klansmen.  The white girl is not just sexually abused by her father but 
is a smart, creative progressive.  The juke joint owner is not just a musician but a well-regarded, 
generous leader.  The black preacher is more than a voter’s right advocate.  The cook at Home 
Cookin’ struggles with being free of painful memories as she tries to decide how she will be part 
of the future Civil Rights struggle.   
     There are no easy answers or feelgood solutions.  Changes were happening but in 1959 the 
Civil Rights Era was still a few years in the future.  Mississippi reveals in an historically accurate 
way how whites and blacks interacted in what Dr. King called “Mississippi?  The most evil place 
is Mississippi.”   Hope is the message in Hope River, Mississippi.   
    The songs and underscoring were recorded in New York City, Nashville, and Como, Mississippi 
with vocal and instrumental arrangements recorded to be true to the times and iconic 
Mississippi styles: blues, gospel, country, pop and nascent rock n roll. Today if you drive into 
Mississippi the state signs read Welcome to Mississippi:  Birthplace of America’s Music.  Where 
better to set a musical than in the epicenter of racial injustice and the birthplace of our music.  
Please go to our website and read the book and listen to the music.  Maybe you will want to 
help us birth a new American musical: Mississippi. 
 
Thank you 
Gregory James Tornquist 
Author, Composer and Lyricist  
www.mississippithemusical.com 


